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Check out “UTRGV revamps
remedial courses,” written
by Emily Zurita, one of our
colleagues at The Pan
American newspaper:

http://www.panamericanonline.
com/news/utrgv-revamps-remedialcourses/
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‘And Access STARGATE attracting technology giants
for All’
Andrea Torres
THE COLLEGIAN

Translation colloquium
set for Wednesday
Michelle N. García
SPANISH EDITOR

The
Spanish
Translation
and
Interpreting
Program
will
host
its
sixth
annual translation
colloquium,
“And
Access
for
All,”
from 4:30 to 7 p.m.
Beverly Milligan Wednesday in the
Main Building’s Salón Cassia.
This year’s theme is “Translation
and Access to Services, Media and
Entertainment.”
Katarzyna Sepielak, a lecturer in the
Modern Languages Department and
coordinator of the Medical Interpreting
Certificate program, said the purpose
of this year’s event is to let people know
how translation can be used as a tool to
ensure access to important services and
media.
“What we want to do is to show
how audiovisual translation and how
translation at all is a very useful tool for
people to have access to media, for people
to have access to entertainment, for
people to have access also to some basic
services like education,” Sepielak said
during an interview with The Collegian
Thursday.
Keynote speaker Beverly Milligan,
CEO of Media Access Canada (MAC),
will present a lecture titled “Accessible
Media: A World of Opportunity.”
Milligan has developed and executed a

See COLLOQUIUM, Page 7

The director of UT Brownsville’s
STARGATE says the program has started
to attract many of the “big players” in
technology, including Google and the
National Radio Astronomy Observatory.
Christopher Wren, one of the architects
of the Android operating system and a
Google software engineer, will present
a lecture titled “Just Google It” to UT
Brownsville students at 10:30 a.m. April
14 in the Student Union’s Gran Salón.
He will also be the keynote speaker at a
breakfast the same day hosted by United
Brownsville and STARGATE that will
raise funds for Project Space, which will
enable students in South Texas to become
leading scientists in space exploration.
Fredrick Jenet, creator and director
of UTB’s Spacecraft Tracking and
Astronomical Research into Giga-hertz
Astrophysical
Transient
Emission
complex, or STARGATE, said one of his
goals has been to bring Google to the
Valley and “perhaps have an office down
in STARGATE.”
“He’ll be coming down both to talk to
us, in sort of a TED talk style, technology
talk … [to] give us some insights into
the operating system as well as insights
into entrepreneurships and innovation
within Google itself,” Jenet said of Wren.
“And he’s also going to be recruiting, so
he wants to get lists of names of people
interested in Google itself.”
Wren’s lecture will be the first of the
Project Space: STARGATE talks, which
will bring big technology companies and
national labs here and introduce them
to “what we have in South Texas,” Jenet
said.
“We are attracting the eyes and
attention of a lot of the big players,” he
said.

Jesus Sanchez/Collegian
STARGATE Director Fredrick Jenet

STARGATE is a public-private
partnership between UT Brownsville’s
Center for Advanced Radio Astronomy
(CARA) and SpaceX.
The STARGATE research center,
which will be located next to SpaceX’s
future command and control center at
Cameron County’s Boca Chica Beach,
will develop “new radio-frequency-based
(RF) technologies for a wide range of
academic and commercial applications,”
according to the program’s page on the
utb.edu website.
“Since its inception, the center has
been striving to attract big companies,
national labs … by creating a talent pool
that is very attractive, both for hightech industry as well as science and
engineering,” Jenet said.
STARGATE integrates students from
high school through graduate school who
work side by side with engineers.

Memorandum of Understanding
On Jan. 23, the Center for Advanced
Radio Astronomy (CARA) signed a
memorandum of understanding with the
National Radio Astronomy Observatory,
which is located in Charlottesville, Va.
The NRAO is a laboratory that runs
most of the major radio telescopes in the
United States, Jenet said.
Under
the
memorandum
of
understanding the laboratory will
help STARGATE develop many of the
technologies the research center is doing,
he said.
“The technologies that the NRAO
develops are the next generation of radio
astronomy and radio technologies,”
Jenet said.
The NRAO will train as many as five
students for 14 weeks each summer for
the next five years in its labs.

“When I started performing I was just
in college, so I had to use a lot of makeup
to re-create Twain’s look,” said Strong,
now 60.
Strong wrote his master’s thesis and
his dissertation on Twain.
“I was inspired because I liked his
work; he wasn’t only a writer but a
famous speaker, lecturer and humorist.”
The show will cover works such as “The
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn”; “The
Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras
County,” the story that made Twain
famous; and, “The Diaries of Adam and
Eve,” which is the author’s love and grief
offering to his wife of 39 years, who died
in Italy.
“Twain’s college was the world,”
Strong said. “He told stories and talked
about whatever stream of consciousness
brought to his mind. He knew that people
came to him for humor, so he never got
terribly serious. I try to pick things that
have a timeless nature. There’s a lot here
that young people can love.”
The audience is encouraged to dress
according to the era. Strong believes that
would engage the audience more.
“Maybe they would love it if they could
play with the ambiente,” he said.
Strong said Twain was probably the
most well-known person on Earth.
“He was known in every country and
was in every paper at least once a week,

because he was quotable and interesting,”
he said. “He understood how to maintain
his profile via free publicity by just being
interesting.”
Strong said the difference between
Twain and Kim Kardashian is that
Kardashian is famous for being famous.
“She hasn’t really done anything
and Twain had an enormous body of
literature,” he said. “Only Shakespeare
has written more than Twain.”
Strong said people were untraveled
and Twain had been everywhere.
“People loved to hear him talk about
exotic places such as Hawaii or Egypt,”
he said. “He was extremely vibrant in
his descriptions. The audience got an
education and entertainment.”
Strong likes doing the show whenever
he teaches History of American Comedy.
“One of the best ways to teach students
to love Twain is to be Twain for them,” he
said. “If you can be in the room with the
personality you get to feel his presence
and his genius. I take his original material
and I just say his words.”
“Mark Twain Live” will be held in the
Student Union’s Gran Salón. General
admission is $12; student tickets
are $7. Tickets are available in the
Communication Department. Proceeds
will benefit the Communication Council
at UTB.

Taking the stage as Twain

Courtesy Photo

Professor William Strong as Mark Twain

Adriana Gutiérrez
THE COLLEGIAN

When Mark Twain went West, he
arrived at the stagecoach with a suitcase
of clothes and a 30-pound Webster’s
dictionary. They told him, “You can only
take 30 pounds,” and he had to choose
between his clothes and the dictionary.
Twain chose the dictionary.
“It was through words that he earned

his living, not through his clothes,”
said William Strong, a UT Brownsville
Communication Department professor
who has been performing as Twain for
40 years at universities across the nation
and abroad.
At 8 p.m. Thursday, Strong will
transform himself into the literary icon,
take his audience back to 1910 and
perform the author’s “greatest hits” in
the show, “Mark Twain Live.”

See STARGATE, Page 7
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Mass on campus

The Catholic Campus Ministry
conducts PAW (Praise, Adoration
and Worship) from 7 to 8 tonight in the
Newman Center, 1910 University Blvd.
The ministry celebrates a 30-minute
Mass at 11 a.m. every Wednesday in the
center. A Spring Renewal Retreat
with other young adults is scheduled
April 10-11 in Brownsville. For more
information, or to become a member of
the organization, call Karla Rodriguez
at 541-9697 or send her an email at
krodriguez@cdob.org.

Exercise classes

Free Zumba classes are offered every
Monday at the Garza Gym, free yoga
classes are offered every Tuesday and
Thursday and free Tabata classes
are offered every Wednesday at Casa
Bella. All classes take place from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. Students, staff and faculty
are welcome. For more information, call
Arlene Laboy, Student Health Services
project coordinator, at 882-6513.

Substance abuse education series

Student Health Services continues
its HIV/STDs and Substance
Abuse Education Series. The lecture
“HIV and STIs 101” is scheduled
from noon to 1:30 p.m. Wednesday in
the Main Building’s Salón Cassia. For
more information, call Student Health
Services at 882-3896.

Light it up Blue!

The Biomedical Association, the
Center for Civic Engagement and the
Office of Student Engagement will
observe World Autism Awareness
Day during the Light it up Blue! event,
scheduled from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Thursday

on the Student Union lawn. Attendees are
encouraged to wear blue and participate
in activities, such as face painting, blue
selfies and an obstacle course. Snacks
will be available for purchase. Those
interested in sharing experiences about
a loved one or themselves are invited to
participate in the open mic session titled
Autism Speaks. All donations will
benefit the Moody Clinic. For more
information, call 882-4304 or email
katellen.gomes10@utb.edu.

Life improvement

Student Health Services will provide
free confidential peer support, cooking
demonstrations, tips and best practices
for exercising, healthy living and
nutritional eating. The sessions are open
to UT Brownsville students, faculty and
staff and are scheduled from noon to 1
p.m. April 8 and 22 and May 13 and 27
in the Main Building’s Salón Cassia. For
more information, call Student Health
Services at 882-3896.

Dameron book signing

Charles “Chip” Dameron, professor
emeritus of English at UT Brownsville,
will sign copies of “Waiting for an
Etcher,” his sixth collection of poems,
about life along the South Texas border,
travels abroad and the vitality of family
bonds. The booking signing will take
place from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. April 9
at the Barnes & Noble Bookstore.
For more information, email bksutb@
bncollege.com

Title IX seminars

Informational seminars about sexual
discrimination, harassment and
misconduct will be conducted from
12:15 to 1 p.m. April 21 in the Main

POLICE REPORTS

The following are among the incidents
reported to University Police between
March 12 and 20.

March 12

2:44 p.m.: A student reported his
vehicle may have been damaged while
it was parked in Lot A1. The student’s
mother noticed the damage the next day
and sent the vehicle to the repair shop.
A University Police officer was unable to
see the damage due to the vehicle being
in the repair shop.

March 13

11:48 a.m.: Repairs to the roof of the
M1 Building triggered a fire alarm. The
contractor told University Police officers
he had cut a metal bolt using a grinder
that produced sparks and smoke, which
caused the fire alarm to sound. The
officers, Environmental Health and
Safety, Physical Plant and the Brownsville
Fire Department evaluated the building
and deemed it safe to enter.

March 14

10:59 p.m.: University Police officers
were dispatched to the Casa Bella
student housing complex in regard to a
smell of burnt marijuana. Officers were
unable to locate any contraband within
the common area but made contact

with a man who is not affiliated with the
university and has an active criminal
trespass warning for Casa Bella. The
man was arrested on a criminal trespass
charge and transported to the CarrizalezRucker Detention Center.

March 19

3:06 p.m.: A student reported that
she left her wallet unattended on a
table in the University Library Café.
When she returned to her table, a staff
member flagged her down and gave her
the wallet without any money in it. The
staff member said a woman gave her the
wallet and said she found the wallet on a
table underneath a napkin.

March 20

9:30 a.m.: University Police officers
were dispatched to the second floor
of the University Library in regard to
a suspicious man asking questions to
female students that made them feel
uncomfortable. Officers located the man
matching the description and escorted
him out of the library. The man was not
affiliated with the university and was
issued a criminal trespass warning. The
man said he understood and left the area
without further incident.
--Compiled by Kaila Contreras
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Building’s Patio Paraiso. For more
information, call the Office of Student
Rights and Responsibilities at 8825034.

Juried student art show with UTPA

The UT Brownsville Visual Arts
Department and the Historic
Brownsville Museum will sponsor
“Pigmented III,” an all-star juried
student art exhibition scheduled May
22-July 10. UTB and UT Pan American
art majors are invited to take part in
celebration of the new University of
Texas Rio Grande Valley’s School of
Visual Arts. Students should submit
their artwork via a CD or DVD with
detailed specifications, including artist
name, size, materials, indoor/outdoor
and special accommodations such as
a pedestal or weight. The CDs/DVDs
must be submitted by May 8. For more
information, call Visual Arts Chair
Carlos G. Gómez at 882-8805.

UTB Food Pantry

The UT Brownsville Food Pantry is
accepting donations of non-perishable
food items and hygiene products from 8
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday in
Cortez Hall 140. Monetary donations also
are welcomed. For more information,
call the ASPIRE office at 882-8250.

Juried Student show

The “24th Juried Student Show”
continues at the Art Gallery at Rusteberg
Hall. Admission is $1. For more
information, email gallery Director
Alejandro Macias at alejandro.
macias1@utb.edu.

Meetings

Veteran Females Support Group
The Veteran Females Support Group
will meet from noon to 1:30 p.m. Friday and
April 10 and 24 in Cortez Hall 137. For more
information, call 882-3896.
Heartprints
The Pregnancy, Infant and Child Loss
Support Group meets from 2:30 to 3:30
p.m. every other Wednesday in Cortez Hall
220. For more information, call Collegiate
Recovery Program Coordinator Martha
Sanchez at 882-8952.
Overeaters Anonymous
Overeaters Anonymous, a program of
recovery from compulsive eating, meets at
6:30 p.m. every Wednesday in Cortez Hall
220. For more information, call Collegiate
Recovery Program Coordinator Martha
Sanchez at 882-8952.
Busy Moms Support Group
Student Health Services invites students
who are mothers to participate in the Busy
Moms Support Group every Friday from
noon to 1 p.m. through May 1 in Cortez Hall
220. Students, staff and faculty are welcome.
For more information, call 882-3896.
Chillout sessions
Relaxation Group meetings are held
from noon to 1 p.m. every other Monday in
Cortez Hall 220. For more information, call
Collegiate Recovery Program Coordinator
Martha Sanchez at 882-8952.
--Compiled by Monica Gudiño

Volunteers
needed

The Center for Civic Engagement is
seeking participants for United to Serve, a
volunteer initiative of the University of Texas
System, scheduled from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. April
18. Volunteers will serve at the Ebony Lake
and Spanish Meadows nursing homes, the
Brownsville Historical Association, Carlotta
Petrina Museum, the Ozanam Center and
the Children’s Museum of Brownsville and at
other organizations. Volunteers are asked to
register at unitedtoserve2015.eventbrite.com.
For more information, call 882-4300.
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Forums
set
on
‘Seek
UT’
app
Tool provides information on employment rates and salaries for graduates
Andrea Torres
THE COLLEGIAN

UT
Brownsville
students
are
encouraged to provide feedback on a
University of Texas System application
that provides information on majors,
including average loan debt and career
earnings.
Students can test the Seek UT app
during forums scheduled from 11 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. and 12:30 to 2 p.m. today in
the Main Building’s Salón Cassia.
During the March 20 Student
Government
Association
meeting,
President Eréndira Santillana said
the UT System and the UTB Office of
the President will host the event with
assistance of the student government to
gather students’ feedback.
Student organizations can register to
attend at eventbrite.com (search for the
Seek UT APP Forum), with a limit of
three tickets per organization.
The Seek UT app lets students “explore
earning, debt, employment data and
more for University of Texas System
graduates working full time in Texas,”
according to its website, http://www.
utsystem.edu/seekut/about.htm
The data provided are from recipients
of bachelor’s, graduate and professional
degrees from UT System institutions.
In other business during its meeting,
the SGA approved the appointment of
three new members.
Former Vice President of Historical

Karina Aguirre/Collegian Photos
Student Government Association President Eréndira Santillana administers the oath of office March 20 to exercise science senior Allan Hurtado (from
left), who was appointed senator of the College of Education; former Vice President of Administration Phillip Martinez, now associate justice of the
senate’s Supreme Court; and former Vice President of Historical Archives Julianne Garcia, who is now vice president of public relations.

Archives Julianne Garcia is now vice
president of public relations. Exercise
science senior Allan Hurtado was
appointed senator of the College of
Education and former Vice President

of Administration Phillip Martinez is
now an associate justice of the senate’s
Supreme Court.
The senate also passed Resolution 14,
which allocates no more than $600 for

the purchase of awards to be presented
to SGA members in recognition of
“their hard work and commitment
in representing the students of this
institution.”

5K Color Run/Walk set for Saturday
Michelle N. García
SPANISH EDITOR

UT Brownsville’s Student Health
Services and University Recreation will
host the first 5K Color Run/Walk to raise
alcohol awareness Saturday morning at
the Casa Bella student housing complex.
“The main reason is to promote alcohol
awareness to the community,” Life Sports
Coordinator Kevin Rios said about the
race, which is also titled “A Healthy Me Is
Alcohol Free,” during an interview with
The Collegian Tuesday. “Basically, it’s for
all of Brownsville; but also, it will be to
promote a healthier lifestyle to students
and the community.”
The event will begin at the entrance
of Casa Bella with registration and signin from 6:30 to 7:30 a.m. and the race
will begin at 8:15 a.m. Activities will end

around 11 a.m.
Participants will begin and end the
race at the entrance of Casa Bella. The
route will cover Jackson Road, 24th
Street and the Biomedical Research and
Health Professions Building on campus,
Ringgold Road, University Boulevard
and Lincoln Park before heading back to
Casa Bella.
During the race, volunteers stationed
throughout the route will hurl powdered
paint at the participants, similar to the
Color Run/The Happiest 5k on the Planet
conducted in other cities throughout the
world.
Depending on the number of children
under age 12 who register, there might
be a one-mile route available for them. A
decision will be finalized April 2.
After the race, event sponsors Gold’s
Gym, Pureline Nutrition, Complete

Nutrition, RX20 Co. and GNC will
provide information on nutrition and

wellness. Student Health Services and
Student Engagement will also promote
alcohol awareness. Giveaways and prize
drawings will be conducted, Rios said.
Late registration is underway and
continues through Saturday morning
before the race. The fee is $20 per
person. T-shirts are available for the
first 50 people to register; 25 people had
registered as of March 24.
Registration forms are available at
www.utb.edu/urec. Applicants are asked
to print it and submit it to Rios or Life
Sports Coordinator Jennifer Holman
along with the registration fee.
Proceeds will be used to fund future
events and possibly make this race an
annual event at the University of Texas
Rio Grande Valley, which opens in Fall
2015.

April Fools’ full of Comm-edy
Adriana Gutiérrez
THE COLLEGIAN

Comedians Mario “Superstar” Salazar
and Raymond Orta will perform at 7 p.m.
Wednesday in the Student Union’s Gran
Salón.
The Communication Council will host
“Comm-edy of Fools” to benefit the Good

Neighbor Settlement House food pantry,
the Moody Clinic and the Ozanam Center
emergency shelter.
The doors will open at 6 p.m. General
admission is $8 ($10 at the door) and
$5 for UTB students. Tickets may be
purchased from any Communication
Council member, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
in the Main Courtyard and in Main

Building 1.210. Credit and debit cards are
welcomed.
Attendees must be 18 years or older; an
ID will be required at the entrance. For
those 21 and older, there will be beer and
wine for sale. Water and sodas also will
be sold.
The Communication Council will
also sell tickets at the show ($5 each)
for prize drawings. First prize is a halfday fishing trip from Fishbone Charters
for two people; second place, an Acer
7-inch tablet; and third place, a $30 gift
certificate from Bass Pro Shops.
Salazar, a McAllen native, began his
career in San Antonio. He has performed
across the U.S., including Los Angeles
and Chicago. He performs at Cine del Rey
in McAllen and The Bar in Brownsville
once a month.
“I love to make people laugh and love

being the center of attention,” Salazar
said via telephone last Thursday.
Salazar heard about Orta through a
friend and reached out to him. They have
since become friends. Orta, of Mission,
has been featured on HBO’s “Last Comic
Standing.”
For more information, call event
coordinator Israel Guajardo at 642-6766
or Communication Department Chair
and Associate Professor John Cook at
882-8851.
Cook said the Communication
Department has another event coming
up later this semester. The leadership
class will solicit donations during the
university’s observance of Earth Day
(April 22) to buy shoes for children
under Child Protective Services and for
the international program, Shoes for
Orphans.
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Club Spotlight

Kaila Contreras/Collegian
Members of the Gorgas Science Society include (front row, from left) Alma Muñoz, Treasurer
Esteban Sosa, President Oscar Cazares and Parliamentarian Ray Quiroga. Second row: Publicity
Officer Chelsey Abraham and Eduardo Davila. Third row: Andy Ly, Allison Gutierrez, Saraly Sanchez,
Webmaster Rachel Quiroga and Gualberto Garza IV. Back row: Administrative Executive Imran
Murtuza.
Name: Gorgas Science Society
Purpose: To encourage and develop
students’ interest in different fields of
science, to expose students to a variety
of educational career opportunities
through the society’s events, further
encouraging them to participate in
community service in relation to the
environment, and to create an awareness
of nature through locally oriented
experiences.
President: Oscar Cazares
Vice President: Faith Treviño
Administrative Executive: Imran
Murtuza
Secretary: Magalie Sanchez
Treasurer: Esteban Sosa
Historian: Osvin Gonzalez
Parliamentarian: Ray Quiroga

Publicity Officer: Chelsey Abraham
Webmaster: Rachel Quiroga
Adviser: Guillermo Aguilar, coordinator
for Academic Affairs Support, and Ronald
Nash, lecturer in the Biological Sciences
Department.
Activities: Participate in UTB events,
raise funds through Chick-fil-A food
sales, guest speaker presentations and
community service.
Meetings: 2 to 3 p.m. April 3, 10 and 24
in Sabal Hall 1.108
Membership requirements: Must be
a UTB student with at least a 2.0 gradepoint average.
For
more
information,
email:
gorgassciencesociety@gmail.
com.
--Compiled by Monica Gudiño
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To all the
dreamers out
there
Maria Rincon

The Collegian

Are you a dreamer?
Someone who has
a deep desire to do
great things and
believes in the power
of your potential to
make the world a
better place?
I find it ironic
that being labeled a
‘‘dreamer’’ has a negative connotation.
The term is now associated with having
your head in the clouds all day and not
being realistic. But let me explain: A
dreamer is someone who challenges
society’s norms and standards. Dreamers
are not afraid to set their own way in
motion and make their own path through
life instead of following others. Dreamers
always strive and work to be the person
they are meant to be and are not afraid
to be different. A dreamer is a world
changer. I believe each person is unique
in their own way, but somewhere along
the way in between so much advertising
that tells us what to like, what to do and
how to do it, we forget to be who we really
are and we start being someone else. We
forget about our dreams.
I know that every day there is
something that makes us believe that
maybe our dreams are too big for us
and that it is impossible to achieve
them. Trust me, I’ve been there. Eighty
percent of my time is taken by classes,
work, meetings, observation hours,
service learning projects, and the other
20 percent is taken by grocery shopping,
laundry, cooking for the week (because
let’s face it, I can’t live off McDonald’s
every day), and studying. I hardly have
time to be with my friends, boyfriend, or
even my family.
Sometimes I get so overwhelmed by
the number of commitments I make that
I just want to quit it all. At those times, I
ask myself, is this really worth it? Am I
really doing something that matters? Is
this taking me closer to or farther from
accomplishing my dreams? And then I
look at a little Post-it Note I have pinned
on a bulletin board over my desk that
says, ‘‘Do something today that your
future self will thank you for,’’ and get
back to work. At this moment in my life,
I’m a full-time college student with a
part-time job who is just trying to make
it and get a little closer to accomplishing
her dreams. I know there are hundreds
like me, hardworking dreamers with
long days and sleepless nights. So this is
dedicated to you, a little motivation that
is needed for those days when we want to
throw in the towel and watch three full
seasons of “House of Cards” on Netflix
instead of doing our homework.
Right now, you are the most important
person there is and your contribution to
life matters. The world needs you to be
who you’re meant to be; it needs your
intellect and insight to become a better
place. Every day you are getting closer to
achieving your dreams. Whatever you set
yourself out to do, you will do it. Work
hard, be nice, and you will be successful
every day. Don’t be afraid of tomorrow; it
is the best place you can wish to be.

Mystery Word
Hint:
__l___u_u_

15 Seconds: What are your concerns going into the
University of Texas Rio Grande Valley next semester?

Daniel E. Alaniz
Biomedical sciences junior

Rubi Perez
Biology senior

“I would say my main concerns
considering everything would
be trying to unite the collegiate
staff. Also, the students and the
teachers, so that we can have
the best education possible for
the Rio Grande Valley, and try
to get everyone on the right
track toward their professions
and
maintain
high-quality
education.”

“I guess my main concerns
would be the degrees and
the programs that are going
to stay or not stay. … And
also tuition, if it’s going to
increase or is it going to stay
the same, or you know, we’re
depending on financial aid,
so we want to know what’s
going on with that.”

Marlene Maldonado
Estudiante de psicología
de segundo año
“Bueno, lo que me preocupa es
que las clases, ¿cómo van a ser
en campus? ¿Las clases van a
ser allá o van a ser aquí? ¿Van
a poner la misma clase en los
dos campus? Es lo que me está
preocupando ahorita”.

Jose Jiménez Jr.
Sociology sophomore
“Well, as far as getting together,
it’s the commute from here to
Edinburg. Seeing how that will
be settled out and if they could
just make it a little cheaper on
gas for us.”

--Compiled and photos by Michelle Espinoza

Seeing the value in education

Editor’s Note: Amy Frazier, an assistant professor in
the English Department, submitted two essays written by
Math and Science Academy students enrolled in her English
1302 courses about the value of a good education after
reading a chapter in the Comp. II textbook on Frederick

A fight for education
Many students believe going to school
is a chore. They take their education
for granted. These students do not
realize how lucky they are to receive
a free education. I used to be one of
those students. After school, I would
come home and complain about all the
schoolwork that was due. My mother
sat me down and shared her experience
with education in Honduras. I had not
realized how fortunate I was to receive
my education until my mother shared
her story with me.
In the humid villages of Honduras,
children work from six in the morning to
nine at night. They work to help support
their families, who can barely feed
themselves. With this life, what child
can even hope for an education? Schools
exist, but they are rundown and vacant.
The small and battered schools struggle
to stay open as attendance of students
drops every year. With this in mind, the
school sent out representatives to go
around each village and recruit students.
Among the few recruited was my
mother. She had single-handedly

Douglass’ autobiography “Narrative of the Life of Frederick
Douglass.” “Douglass, oppressed by slavery, inspired many
of my students after they read how he willingly risked his life to
learn how to read and write. He was a self-taught, self-educated
man,” Frazier wrote.

decided to enroll herself, even though
she knew her mother disapproved. When
my grandmother discovered this, she
demanded that my mother continue to
work and refused to pay for the supplies
necessary to attend the school. Despite
my grandmother’s efforts to keep
my mother out of school to continue
working, my mother worked extra jobs to
collect enough money to buy her supplies
and uniform. She no longer worked from
six in the morning to nine in the evening
but from four in the morning to one in
the morning the next day. She finished
her days exhausted and to the point that
she would fall asleep standing up.
But that was only the beginning. School
began promptly at seven in the morning,
and students were expected there earlier.
However, students received no form
of transportation and had to walk up
to two miles to arrive at school. Many
would be late because of this and were
consequently punished. Punishments
ranged from being sent to the principal
to kneeling on gravel or being physically
disciplined by the teacher. These schools
were known for their austerity. Despite
this, my mother said she was always

excited to go to school because of what
she could learn. Her desire for an
education kept her going and helped her
overcome the hardships presented.
Having a life where education is given
freely in this country can make students
unappreciative. Knowing the hardships
that some face for an education helps put
into perspective how valuable education
truly is. My mother’s desire for education
has inspired me and encouraged me to
improve myself over the years. Whenever
I feel stressed and ungrateful, I remind
myself that at least I have the opportunity
to advance myself through education
because not all are so lucky. I am grateful
I do not have to fight for my education.
Daniela Rotner
Math and Science Academy student

A boy, a chess board
and a dream

“Check!” My opponent looks up to me
in awe. I am one move away from the
finishing blow. He scatters to protect
his king. Too late, “Checkmate!” I have
won the battle but not the war. The chess

See ESSAY, Page 7
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Carrera se llevará a cabo el sábado
Michelle N. García
EDITORA DE ESPAÑOL

Los servicios de salud estudiantil de UT
Brownsville y la recreación universitaria
acogerán la primera carrera de pintura
de 5 kilómetros la mañana del sábado en
el conjunto residencial Casa Bella para
aumentar conciencia sobre el alcohol.
“La razón principal es para promover
conciencia sobre el alcohol a la
comunidad”, Coordinador de Life Sports
Kevin Ríos dijo sobre la carrera, que
también se llama “Una vida saludable no
lleva alcohol, (A Healthy Me Is Alcohol
Free)” durante una entrevista con el
Collegian el martes. “Básicamente, es
para todo Brownsville; pero también
promoverá un estilo de vida más saludable
a los estudiantes y a la comunidad”.
El evento comenzará en la entrada
de Casa Bella con registraciones
de 6:30 a 7:30 de la mañana y la
carrera comenzará a las 8:15 de la
mañana. Las actividades terminarán
alrededor de las 11 de la mañana.
Los participantes comenzarán y
terminarán la carrera en la entrada de Casa
Bella. La ruta pasará por Jackson Road,
24th Street y el edificio de investigación
de biomedicina y profesiones de
salud en el campus, Ringgold Road,
University
Boulevard
y
Lincoln
Park antes de regresar a Casa Bella.

ESSAY

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

tournament has only begun. Chess has
significantly influenced my education by
increasing the rate of my maturity and
teaching me that life resembles a chess
game, and I am not going to lose any
chess pieces early in life.
I played chess from kindergarten to
fifth grade, and I truly enjoyed the board
game. Chess is a board game that requires
patience and thoughtful strategies, which
I lacked as a kindergartener, but as time
progressed, I began to sit at the chess
board longer and started having more
sophisticated thoughts. By the time I was

COLLOQUIUM

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

business case for 100 percent accessible
content across all media platforms,
working
with
academics,
media
corporations, governments and other key
stakeholders, according to her biography
in the event program. She is described as
the “singular and united voice of national
disability organizations across Canada
on key issues in media accessibility.”
She is a recipient of the Canadian
Association of Broadcasters’ prestigious
“Golden Ribbon Award” for inventing
and implementing internationally the
social marketing business model “closed
captioning brought to you in part by
…” and was also awarded the Queen
Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal for
her work in accessible media.
Other speakers will be Sepielak

STARGATE

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
“They are basically going to be
covering the cost of that. … This is a great
opportunity for a lot of our students to
now get a lot of hands-on training with
the world experts in this field,” Jenet
said.
He said the projects in CARA are
creating students that will be sought after
by the big-name labs and technology
centers.
Innovation center
On March 3, the Brownsville City
Commission approved leasing space
downtown to the university for the

Durante la carrera, habrá voluntarios
en varios puestos a lo largo de la carrera
aventando pintura en polvo a los
participantes, de manera parecida al The
Color Run/ The Happiest 5k on the Planet
que se hace en otras ciudades del mundo.
Dependiendo del número de niños
menores de 12 años que se registren,
puede haber una ruta de una milla
disponible para ellos. Se tomará
una decisión final el 2 de abril.
Después
de
la
carrera,
los
patrocinadores del evento Gold’s Gym,

Pureline Nutrition, Complete Nutrition,
RX20 Co. y GNC proveerán información
sobre nutrición y el bienestar. Los
servicios de salud estudiantil y la oficina
del compromiso estudiantil también
promoverán conciencia sobre el alcohol.
Habrá regalitos y rifas, Ríos dijo.
Registración tardía está en proceso y
continuará hasta la mañana del sábado
antes de la carrera. La entrada es de $20
por persona. Hay camisas disponibles
para las primeras 50 personas que
se registren; ya se han registrado 25

personas a partir del 24 de marzo.
Formularios
de
registración
están disponibles en www.utb.edu/
urec. Se les pide a los solicitantes
de imprimir y entregar la aplicación
a Ríos o a la Coordinadora de Life
Sports Jennifer Holman en Casa Bella
junto con el pago de registración.
Se usarán las ganancias para eventos
futuros y tener la posibilidad de continuar
anualmente esta carrera de pintura
en University of Texas Rio Grande
Valley, cual se abre en otoño 2015.

in fifth grade, I was playing in the high
school division of chess tournaments,
and I was performing decently. I would
win two or three out of five games against
high school students. I was playing with
people two or three times my physical
size. It has made me a more mature
person. I realized that age was a barrier
and not set in stone. I can change the
world no matter what age I am.
Life is a chess game, and my life
revolves around education. Therefore,
education is my chess game. I will decide
my next move in life. If I want to waste
my time instead of studying, then it is
the equivalent of losing all my pawns, a
type of chess piece. If I want to get ahead

in my education, then it would be the
equivalent of playing chess aggressively
and moving up the knights, another
type of chess piece, on the first round.
Dropping out of school is the equivalent
of forfeiting the chess game, and I am not
one to forfeit. I will play my chess game
to the very last chess piece. My education
is my chess game, and my graduation
will be my checkmate. If my education
is my chess game, then I must sit down
and thoughtfully strategize on a way to
win the game because the whole chess
tournament, which is the rest of my life,
is riding on this one game.
Chess has significantly influenced
my education by increasing the rate

of my maturity and teaching me that
life resembles a chess game, and I am
not going to lose any chess pieces early
in life. Chess has taught me what it
means to be patient and thoughtful in
the choices that I make. Whether it is
studying during long nights or trying
to find the right answer in a test by the
process of elimination, chess has given
me the ability to endure. It has given me
more maturity, and I am certain that if I
did not play chess, I would be a different
person than I currently am.

and fellow Modern Languages faculty
Nazaret Fresno and Gabriel González
Núñez, as well as Diana Cardiel, a
learning instructional specialist in UTB’s
Disability Services Office.
“We are going to cover very interesting
topics, like accessibility: what it is, what
it looks like, like audiovisual translation,
translating movies,” Sepielak said.
Fresno and Sepielak will present
translation as access in the audiovisual
era, González Núñez will talk about
translation as access in the public sphere
and Cardiel will discuss gaining access
through technology.
This is the first year that UTB’s
Disability Services will participate in the
translation colloquium. In previous years,
the topics did not create a connection
between translation and disability
services. Access to a sign language
interpreter, for example, connects both

departments.
After the presentations, the Medical
Interpreting Program will award 10
students with a medical interpreting
certificate.
The program is for students interested
in medical interpreting but is not limited
to translation majors. The certificate
requires students to take five translation
courses, including Spanish for health
professions, to become eligible for the
certificate. The program began in 2009.
“More hospitals, more care providers,
they are looking for specialized
interpreters,” Sepielak said. “Not only
bilingual people who can translate
or interpret between the healthcare
provider and patients, for example. They
really value this type of certificate. So this
is a very good option for our students to
have.”
After the ceremony, the Texas

Association of Judiciary Interpreters and
Translators (TAJIT) will award three
scholarships, ending the colloquium.
The event will combine presentations
in both English and Spanish. American
Sign Language and simultaneous
interpreting will also be available.
The event will also be streamed online
at media.utb.edu/live.aspx.

STARGATE Innovation Center.
The 700-square-foot space at 615 E.
11th St., will be rent-free for the first two
years.
Jenet said the STARGATE program
has not yet moved into the new space.
“I’m hoping that we’ll be able to move
into that very soon,” he said.
Due to the shortage of space on
campus, the innovation center will be
used for technology development as well
as business offices.
As far as recruitment of UTRGV
students and faculty for STARGATE,
Jenet said they are welcomed to apply.
“As a matter of fact, we have just
recently been reaching out to the west

campus, our new partners, and we just
recently brought on board two people,
one from the school of business and one
from the school of engineering,” Jenet
said, referring to the faculty from the
University of Texas Pan American, which
will consolidate with UTB in Fall 2015 to
form the University of Texas Rio Grande
Valley.
As for students, Jenet said: “We are
looking for someone that is extremely selfmotivated and has a strong background
in mathematics, has a strong background
in physics and/or engineering, also
[someone who] has some leadership
and entrepreneurship background, has a
couple of projects under their belt.’”

He suggested students first apply to
the Arecibo Remote Command Center,
a program designed to get students
involved
in
science,
technology,
engineering and mathematics careers.
“We will be able to train that student
to get the necessary skills that they
need and the student will also be able
to understand whether or not this is
something that is the right match for
them,” Jenet said.
STARGATE will soon post preapplications for anyone in the community
who has ideas for developing a high-tech
startup company, he said.

Joshua Balladares
Math and Science Academy student
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